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achievement of freedom and independence not only ol the two major
nations, Hindus and Muslims, but of the rest of the peoples of India,
but when you proceed to say that you aspire to represent all the inhabi-
tants of India, I regret I cannot accept that statement of yours.
It is quite clear that you represent nobody else but the Hindus,
and as long as you do not realize your true position and the realities,
it is very difficult for me to argue with you, and it becomes still more
difficult to persuade you, and hope to convert you to the realities and
the actual conditions prevailing in India today. I am pleading befoi*e
you in the hope of converting you, as I have done with many others
successfully.
As I have said before, you are a great man and you exercise
enormous influence over the Hindus, particularly the masses, and by
accepting the road that I am pointing out to you, you are not prejudicing
or harming the interests of the Hindus or of the minorities. On the
contrary, Hindus will be the greatest gainers. I am convinced that
true welfare not only of the Muslims but the rest of India lies in the
division of India as proposed by the Lahore resolution. It is for you
to consider whether it is not your policy and programme in which you
have persisted- which has been the principal factor of the." ruin of whole
o-f India " and of the misery and degradation of the people to which you
refer and which I deplore no less than anyone else. And it is for that
very reason I am pleading before you all these days, although you
insist that you are having talks with me only in your individual capacity,
in the hope that you may yet revise your policy and programme.
Yours sincerely,
M. A. JlNNAH.
X
GANDHIJI TO MR JINNAH
September 19, 1944,
DEAR QAID-I-AZAM,
Many thanks for yours of 17th inst.
I am sorry to have to say that your answers, omitting 1, 2 and 6,
do not give satisfaction.
It may be that all my questions do not arise from the view of mere
clarification of the Lahore resolution. But I contend that they are very
relevant from the standpoint of a seeker that I am. You cannot expect
anyone to agree to, or shoulder the burden of the claim contained in
the Lahore resolution without, for instance, answering my question 15
(a) and 15 (b) which you brush aside as not arising by way of clarifica-
tion,
Dr Ambedkar's thesis, while it is ably written, has carried no convict
tion to me.     The O'ther book mentioned by you, I am sorry to say, I
have not seen.